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> Opening Remarks

Hello everyone. My name is Choi He-Ri, a standing
commissioner of the National Human Rights Commission

of Korea.

I would like to thank Majid Rashed, President of APC

and Danlami Basharu, Chairperson of Committee on the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities(CRPD) for attending

this symposium. I also would like to say thank-you to the Catalina
Devandas Aguilar, UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, Catherine Carty, Chair of IT Tralee and UNESCO, Kim,
Mi-Yeon, Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities(CRPD), Jang, Hyang-Sook, Vice Chairman of Asian Paralympic
Committee, and Lee, Kyu-Chang, Senior Research Fellow of Korea Institute
for Nation Unification (KINU) for taking time from your busy schedule to

be here as a panelist.

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to the members of the
Asian Paralympic Committee, the UN DESA, the Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Korea to the United Nations, KINU, Korea Paralympic
Committee, and Korea Disabled People's Development Institute for working

together for this event.

Korea is the only divided country in the world, one of the last relics of
the Cold War. Overcoming the Cold War is not possible by meetings of

policy and decision makers alone. History has shown us that a small ping



pong ball can cross over the wall of ice. As shown in the inter-Korean
relations that have rapidly advanced since the formation of the united
Korean team at the PyeongChang Olympic Games, we have witnessed that
the young athletes of the Team Korea will be able to melt down even the

Military Demarcation Line.

The theme of this international symposium is "Promotion of Peace on the
Korean Peninsula and Rights of Persons with Disabilities through Sports,
Leisure and Culture." This symposium will be the stage to discuss how the
spirit of human rights advocacy to promote the human rights of persons
with disabilities and the spirit of sports beyond borders can be enhanced
by improving the inter-Korean relations and international cooperation,
taking a step forward from the social inclusion and participation of persons
with disabilities through sports, leisure and culture, which is the agenda of
the 12th Conference of the States Parties to the UN Convention on the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The global trend of the human rights policy is changing towards helping
persons with disabilities live in their community together with other
people, instead of protecting them in isolation from society. In Korea, the
issue of deinstitutionalization has surfaced in full swing. Sports will play a
very important role in social participation of persons with disabilities. For

them, sports mean more than just rehabilitation.

Dr. Ludwig Guttmann, known as the founder of the Paralympics, said,
'It's not just the body that withers away on the bed, but the ego, too,"
bringing patients with mobility issues out of their bed and facing the world
through sports. His spirit has led to the Paralympics today. This symposium

will share experiences of the officials and persons with disabilities from
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South and North Korea who participated in the PyeongChang Paralympics.
It is also expected that during this event, experts will discuss and seek ways
of mutual cooperation and development by sharing the cases of social
participation of persons with disabilities from the two Koreas through
sports and comparing them the rights promotion movement of persons with

disabilities people around the world.

I hope that all organizations and experts attending this event will work
together maintaining a close network to improve the human rights of

persons with disabilities in North and South Korea through sports.
I would like to say thank you again to all who are here and helped us to
make this event happen and ask for your continued interest in improving

the human rights of persons with disabilities in North and South Korea.

Thank you very much.

Choi, He-Ri
Standing Commissioner of NHRCK



> Welcoming Remarks

Ladies and Gentlemen and distinguished guests

It is an honour to welcome you here today to this
special session where we will hear about how sport is
helping to promote peace and the rights of persons with

disabilities on the Korean Peninsula.

In my position as President of the Asian Paralympic
Committee, I am privileged to see first-hand the power of sport to change

the lives of persons with disabilities.

For the individual, aside from the health benefits, it can give people the

confidence to become more involved and contribute to society.

More widely, it can challenge society’'s perceptions of what people with

disabilities are capable of, leading to more inclusion.

And for governments, it provides a platform to demonstrate their
commitment to improving the lives of their citizens with impairment,

making a fairer society for all.

Whilst there is a way to go to achieve this around the world, it is
especially true in my region of Asia, where poverty and conflict create so

many barriers for people with disabilities.

That makes the role of the Paralympic Movement in Asia so important

and we are working hard to meet the challenges.

I'm pleased to report that the Movement here is growing, with new
Paralympic committees being formed and more athletes competing on the

world stage.



Last year, two big para-sport events were held in the region.
The first was the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Paralympic Games.

Here we were delighted to see two athletes from the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea compete at a winter games for the first time, thanks to
support they received from ourselves and the Korean National Paralympic

Committee.

Then in October, we staged the biggest ever Asian Para Games, where
athletes from 43 countries came together in Jakarta to inspire and excite
the world.

The Games were shown on TV across the region and the performances of

many of the athletes have made them heroes in their own countries.

They have become role models for all young people, not just those with
disabilities.

They show that diversity is something to be celebrated, that however
different we may appear to be on the surface, there is much more that we

have in common.

And of course, this amazing ability of sport to build bridges was
demonstrated so well in Jakarta when the Unified Korean team marched at
the Opening Ceremony and later competed in swimming and table tennis as

one team, and they won a bronze medal in both events.

So, I'm delighted that this session is being run so that you can hear more
about it and that the Asian Paralympic Committee’s Vice President, Ms Jang

is here to share the story.
My motto as President is “Together we are stronger’

Majid Rashed
President of APC
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Daniela Bas
Director of DISD, UN DESA
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Congratulatory Remarks

Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Distinguished colleagues.

It gives me great pleasure to warmly congratulate the
National Human rights Institution of South Korea and all
other sponsors of this side event on INTERNATIONAL
CO-OPERATION CONFERENCE FOR PROMOTION OF RIGHTS AND SOCIAL
PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES THROUGH SPORTS,
LEISURE AND CULTURE. I am highly delighted that the issue of the

participation of persons with disabilities in recreation, leisure, sports and

cultural activities is fast gaining ground in various states parties. Article 30
of the Convention accords pride of place to recreation, leisure, cultural and
sporting activities. Article 30 (5) specifically enjoins States Parties to take
appropriate measures to enable persons with disabilities to participate on
an equal basis with others in recreational, leisure and sporting activities,
including children with disabilities.

Today, leisure, recreation and sporting activities are not merely for
enhancing the body system, but they serve as a useful avenue for economic
empowerment, adding to the GDP of states and and attracting laurels for
several countries. In my country, Nigeria, it is noted that participation of
persons with disabilities in these activities have earned for the country a
name and image, even more so than persons without disabilities who return
with single medals from the Olympics. Through the Paralympics, many

athletes with disabilities, are excelling in their various chosen fields of



endeavour and making their countries proud. From South Africa to the
United States of America, from Nigeria to South Korea, athletes with
disabilities are toiling hard to set good examples of remarkable feat to
upcoming athletes with disabilities.

We need to note that the Convention provides that States Parties shall
enable persons with disabilities to participate in leisure, recreation and
sports on an equal basis with others. Thus, persons with disabilities are
expected to be accorded the same standard of support when they achieve
successes in their chosen fields of play. For example, equal amount of
encomiums should be showered on the person with disability who achieves
great feats in the same manner that it is given to a person without
disability. Some states parties tend to accord more recognition to athletes
without disabilities who win medals at sports events as opposed to persons
with disabilities. In some countries, houses and monetary gains are given to
athletes without disabilities as against athletes with disabilities as gifts by
their governments in recognition of their exploits in their fields of
endeavour. This cannot be said to be treating persons on an equal basis.

Moreover, we note that recreational and sporting grounds for persons
with disabilities leave a lot to be desired in certain countries. Athletes with
disabilities, particularly in developing countries, do not get the same
opportunities to develop their careers. Football pitches and other grounds
for sports appear dilapidated, but then such athletes have to struggle to
make the best of their careers. It is necessary that states parties be
reminded of the provisions of article 30 in order to give equal recognition
to persons with disabilities and persons without disabilities.

Of equal importance is the participation of persons with disabilities in
cultural activities. Article 30 (1) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with disabilities provides that States Parties should recognize and take all

“appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can take



part in cultural activities on an equal basis with others. Persons with
disabilities should equally enjoy access to cultural materials, television and
films, including access to theatres, museums, cinemas, libraries and tourism
services, etc.

I must stop here so that I can give room for others to make contributions
to this very important topic.

I thank you.

BY, DANLAMI U. BASHARU,
CHAIR, CRPD.



> Closing Remarks

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to be here with you and say a few
words as we close this conference, which served as a
timely opportunity to discuss the linkages between social

inclusion, peace and sports on the margins of the

Conference of the State Parties to the CRPD.

I would like to express my gratitude to all the speakers and panelists for
sharing their expertise and insights on this important topic. My
appreciation also goes to all those who have worked so hard to make this

event possible.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities recognizes the
full participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of life, including
sports, as a significant human right. States Parties are required to take all
appropriate measures to enable persons with disabilities to participate on

an equal basis with others in sporting activities and ensure their access.

At the same time, as recognized in the political declaration adopted at
the Nelson Mandela Summit in 2018, sports have the power to defuse
conflict and combat discrimination. This is the reason why “Sports for
Development and Peace” has been one of the themes high on the UN
agenda. The Olympic and Paralympic movements, in particular, provide
unique opportunities for promoting peace, especially through the adoption

of the Olympic Truce resolution prior to each Olympic Game.

The PyeongChang Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games held in Korea
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in February 2018 were a shining example that showcased sports as an
enabler for peace and reconciliation. As you may recall, tension was
extremely high and constantly on the rise on the Korean Peninsula in the
months leading up to the PyeongChang Winter Olympic and Paralympic
Games. My Government worked very hard to seize the rare opportunity
offered by PyeongChang to turn around the serious security situation and
reach rapprochement with the DPRK at the height of tensions on the

Korean Peninsula.

The DPRK reciprocated by sending a high-powered delegation and
athletes to PyeongChang and participated in the Games under a unified
Korean flag. For the Paralympic Games, a delegation of 24, including
athletes, came from the DPRK to participate. As such, the PyeongChang
Winter Olympics and Paralympics greatly contributed to deescalating
tensions on the Korean Peninsula, which led to three inter-Korean Summits
and two historic US-DPRK Summits with a view towards achieving
denuclearization of the DPRK and lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula.
Indeed, the PyeongChang Winter Olympics and Paralympics lived up to its

commitment to become the “Olympics of Peace.”

Today's event was meaningful as we shared these and other experiences
and explored ways to promote peace and the rights of persons with
disabilities through sports and vice versa. I sincerely hope that we can
follow up on the main takeaways from our discussions today and further

advance our common efforts to achieve our shared goals.
Thank you. /END/

Ambassador Cho, Tae-yul

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations
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Background & Objective

Article 30.5 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) recognizes the enjoyment of rights by persons with
disabilities in all areas of life including sports, leisure, culture, etc. as
human rights, and requires States Parties to take all appropriate measures
to enable persons with disabilities to participate on an equal basis with
others in recreational, leisure and sporting activities.

Accordingly, this events will take place to share cases of successful social
participation of persons with disabilities in both developed and developing
countries including two Koreas through sports, leisure and culture. These
efforts will encourage domestic implementation of the Convention and
expand international exchanges and cooperation which will lead to the

promotion of rights of persons with disabilities.

Implementation Plan

When : 11. June 2019, 11:30 am - 12:45 pm

Where : Conference Room 11, UNHQ

Co-host and sponsors

Asia Paralympic Committee (APC), DISD/UNDESA, National Human Rights
Commission of the Republic of Korea(NHRCK), Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Korea to the United Nations, Korea Paralympic Committee(KPC),
Korea Institute for Nation Unification(KINU), Korea Disabled People's
Development Institute(KODDI)



3. Participants and Details of Program

11:30

Opening

® Opening Remarks :

Choi, He—Ri, Standing Commissioner of NHRCK

* Welcoming Remarks :

Majid Rashed, President of APC
Daniela Bas, Director of DISD, UN DESA

Congratulatory Remarks :
Danlami Basharu, Chairperson of Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities(CRPD)

11:50

Keynote
Speeches

International Cooperation for Social Participation of Persons with
Disabilities and peace in Korean Peninsula

(Catalina Devandas Aguilar, UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities)

The Role of Social Participation through Sports, Leisure and
Culture of Persons with Disabilities
(Catherine Carty, Chair of IT Tralee and UNESCO)

12:10

Presentation
and Panel
Discussion

Asian Paralympic Committee’s presentation on participation of

athletes with disabilities in 2018 PyeongChang Paralympics and

2018 Jakarta Palembang Asian Games(Experts of APC and NPC)

- Jang, Hyang-Sook, Vice Chairman of Asian Paralympic Committee
Representatives and Experts of various international
organizations and NGOs ets.

- Lee, Kyu—Chang, Senior Research Fellow of KINU

- Katharina Rose, Geneva Representative of GANHRI(TBC)

- Kim, Mi-Yeon, Member of the Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities(CRPD)

12:40

Closing

Ambassador Cho, Tae-yul Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Korea

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United
Nations
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International Cooperation for Social
Participation of Persons with Disabilities
and peace in Korean Peninsula

Catalina Devandas Aguilar

(UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities)
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International Cooperation for Social Participation of
Persons with Disabilities and peace in Korean Peninsula

Catalina Devandas Aguilar
(UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities)

Keynote Speeches_ Catalina Devandas Aguilar 3
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The Role of Social Participation through
Sports, Leisure and Culture of Persons
with Disabilities

Catherine Carty
(Chair of IT Tralee and UNESCO)
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The Role of Social Participation through Sports,
Leisure and Culture of Persons with Disabilities

Catherine Carty S
(Chair of IT Tralee and UNESCO) iR

The Role of Social
Participation through
Sports, Leisure and
Culture of Persons with
Disabilities

Promotion of Peace on the Korean
Peninsula and Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Through Sports, Leisure
and Culture

CRPD Conference of State Parties - 11 June 2019

Keynote Speeches_ Catherine Carty 7



iKAP+

Mobilising inclusion in and through sport via the Kazan Action Plan

€) Resources

OUR AIM

We are calling on Human Rights Treaty Bodies (CRPD,
CEDAW, CRC, CESCR) to work with us to leverage the
treaty instrument to support current global actions to
increase the realisation of human rights in sport and
through sport starting with the most vulnerable and
leaving no-one behind.

8 Promotion of Peace on the Korean Peninsula and Rights of Persons with Disabilities Through Sports, Leisure and Culture
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COLLECTIVE ACTIONS TO
SUPPORT POSITIVE CHANGE

We believe this is a symbiotic ask, and the sport
sector and Human Right Bodies can both benefit
from mobilising our respective capacities to realise
human rights.

Keynote Speeches_ Catherine Carty 9



HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ADOPTED RESOLUTION

WHO GLOBAL ACTION PLAN ON 37/18 ENTITLED ‘PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 2018-2030 THROUGH SPORT AND THE OLYMPIC IDEAL
The Plan a/hms /’ Lsgregtest the October 2018 meeting of the Social Forum
efforts at the least active focused on “the possibilities of using sport and the
Olympic ideal to promote human rights for all and
to strengthen universal respect for them”
KAZAN ACTION PLAN " THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
\ RESOLUTION “SPORT AS AN
Adopted in 2017 at the Sixth ENABLER OF SU,,STAINABLE
International Conference of < DEVELOPMENT
Ministers and Senior Officials N The resolution confirms the growing
Responsible for Physical Education - convergence around the KAP. GAPPA
and Sport (MINEPS V1) & Olympic Charter
AGENDA 2030 FOR UNITED NATIONS ACTION
SUSTAINABLE PLAN ON SPORT FOR
DEVELOPMENT ‘ - DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
Recognize sportas an 2018-2020
important enabler of POLICY CONVERGENCE A call for mainstreaming sport for
sustainable development, development policy, mobilising
provided a focal point while The following events, outcomes and policies have significantly resources and conducting research
directly calling for partnership influenced the current landscape and collaborative climate and monitoring
and measurement.
People with sensory
impairments (hearing and

Internationally comparable data visual impairments) have

on disability inclusion in and
O ; : the lowest level of
through physical education, S v 129
O physical activity and sport is participation - only 12%

poor of people with a visual
impairment and 10% of
women people with a hearing
W|th impairment take part in
d ° b. I ° t. sport for 30 minutes once
Isa. i I.e S Best available high level [ila e
are inactive figures indicate that
at levels that EESGIN0IE TS
romote B — deconditioning and loss of
2 peL ol function experienced by
ealth without disabilities persons with disability due
to inactivity impacts more on
Parnes and Hashemi, 2007 quality of life and health
than the presenting
disability

10 Promotion of Peace on the Korean Peninsula and Rights of Persons with Disabilities Through Sports, Leisure and Culture
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‘The Comitiee on the Rights of Persons wth Disabiits recommends that States hold consultatons wit

‘Wit ther county and identy examples of good practce.

OUR KEY ASKS TO THE TREATY BODIES

Consider a General Recommendation on Physical Education, Physical Activity
and Sport (PEPAS).

Advocate and endorse the development of a Human Rights Fact Sheet on PEPAS.

Ensure, through direct reference in guidance notes and or list of issues, that state

and non-state reporting mechanisms include representation from the PEPAS
sector.

Endorse and promote the development of reporting templates and advocacy
tools and PEPAS.

Keynote Speeches_ Catherine Carty 11
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United Nations . UNESCO Chair "Transforming the Lives
Educational, Scientificand « of People with Disabilities, their Families
Cultural Organization . and Communities, Through Physical Education,
. Sport, Recreation and Fitness"

Catherine Carty,
UNESCO Chair Manager
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Asian Paralympic Committee’s
presentation on participation of athletes
with disabilities in 2018 PyeongChang
Paralympics and 2018 Jakarta Palembang
Asian Games(Experts of APC and NPC)
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Opening of Case Presentation

Jang, Hyang—Sook

(Vice Chairman of Asian Paralympic Committee Representatives
~
and Experts of various international organizations and NGOs ets.) ¢

Opening

Good morning, everyone
My name is Hyang Sook JANG, Vice President of APC

It is my greatest honor to speak to you on peace and inclusion through
inter Korea para sports activities.

What is more exciting is that [ initiated the para sports exchanges
between two national bodies as the first President of KPC.

Democratic Republic of Korea has achieved a lot in short time, since its
first introduction to Paralympic Families.

As you may already know, para sports activities between two of us had
been on and off due to political circumstances.

However, since the PyeongChang Paralympic Games, we all felt a

Presentation and Panel Discussion_ Jang, Hyang-Sook 15



momentum coming towards us.

It was not taboo to speak to each other or cheer together for our
athletes.

The last Indonesia Asian Para Games was another game-changing

moment.

Entire world witnessed a first ever Joint participation and formation of

Unified team of two Koreas in Para sports history.

Especially, singing along “Our hope” with President Majid Rashed and

NPC President of two Koreas still lingers in my heart.
As you can see,

para Sports is a foremost factor in promoting rights of people with
disability in DPRK.

Through para sports, rights of people with disability started to become

more visible in society.

Para sports is a driving force to empower people with disability in DPRK,

for a more equitable society.
Dear friends,

I encourage you to continue your support towards para sports exchange

between two Koreas for better world.

Now, I would like to introduce our dearest speaker from the Korea

Paralympic Committee.

Michael Shin will now present the cases of the PyeongChang Paralympic

Games and Indonesia Aisan Para Games for deepen your thoughts.

Please welcome him with a round of applause.

16 Promotion of Peace on the Korean Peninsula and Rights of Persons with Disahilities Through Sports, Leisure and Culture
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Major contributions to para sports

- Vice President, Asian Paralympic Committee(APC) (2019~present)

- Advisor, Korea Paralympic Committee(KPC) (2016~present)

- Chef de Mission of Unified Team KOREA(COR) Delegation, Indonesia
2018 Asian Para Games(2018)

- Team Leader of Team Korea, Beijing Joint Training (2018)

- Chef de Mission of Team Korea, Dubai 2017 Asian Youth Para Games (2017)

- Member at Large, Pyeongchang Organizing Committee for the 2018
Olympic & Paralympic Winter Games (POCOG) (2011~2013)
Member at Large, International Paralympic Committee(2009~2013)

- Member at Large, Bidding Committee for the 2018 Olympic & Paralympic
Winter Games(2005~2011)

- President, Korea Paralympic Committee(KPC) (2005~2009)

Professional career

- Member at Large, National Human Rights Commission of Korea(2010~2012)

- Member, National Assembly of Republic of Korea(2004~2008)

- Team Leader, Civil Society Organization Support Group of Busan 2002
Far East and South Pacific Games for the Disabled(FESPIC) Games(2002)

- Chairperson, Korea Differently Abled Women Union(1999~2002)

- Chairperson, Busan Differently Abled Women Solidarity(1998~2002)

Awards
- Girin Medal, Order of Sport Merit(2011)
* In Recognition to her contribution to winning bids for the PyeongChang 2018

Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
- Busan Women's Award(2008)

- Presidential Award(2002)

* In Recognition to her contribution to rights of persons with impairment

Presentation and Panel Discussion_ Jang, Hyang-Sook 17
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Case Presentation

Michael Shin, Ph.D.

(Korea Paralympic Committee, Dept. of international Sports, Director)

2006~present director of International Sports Department, Korea Paralympic

Committee
2013~2018 Head of Paralympic Planning Team, PyeongChang Organizing

Committee of Olympic and Paralympic Games
2015~2017 Member of Sports Policy Evlauation Committee, Ministry of

Culture, Sports and Tourism of Korea

2012 Ph.D in Sports Management, Korea National Sports University

Presentation and Panel Discussion_ Michael Shin 19
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Significance of
Inter-Korea Relations

Hyangsook Jang
Vice President of
Asian Paralympic Committee (APC)

Presentation and Panel Discussion_ Michael Shin 21
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Story Stream ; Inter Korea Relations

Significant improvement in short span of time for NPC DPRK

@ Paralympic debut in London 2012

«# First official delegation to Incheon 2014 APG

# First ever joint parade and unified team in
Indonesia 2018 APG

Indonesia
2018
_ APG

Joint
Training

k first joint parade
X first unified team

X First joint training (3 sports)
& extensive consultation on
joint participation

London
2012

k First APG
\ % Paralympic Debut X First official visit

X Winter PG Debut
& cheer squad,

London 2012
Paralympic Debut

» Delegation : 24 persons
(1 athlete / 23 officials)

° First participation in multi sports
competition since its formal approval
to IPC Membership(March 2012)

* KPC encouraged both IPC and NPC
DPRK to facilitate the process KPC

° Received updated sports specific

information and issues through IPC

° No direct communication or activities
conducted due to political tension

° Continuous participation in multi
sports event since London 2012
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Incheon 2014

Asian Para Games

> First participation in APG

> First appearance in para
sports event hosted by KOREA

° 29 delegations(9 athletes/
20 officials) in Athletics,
Swimming, Archery, Table tennis
° First medal in Swimming and
Table tennis in para sports event.
° No direct communication or
activities conducted due to
political tension

PyeongChang 2018
Paralympic Winter Games

» First appearance in Paralympic
Winter Games with 24 delegation
(2 athletes /22 officials)

> Catalyst of future joint efforts

° Reduced tension between two countries
through DPRK's participation in
Olympic & Paralympic Winter Games

® Various cultural exchanges

° Entered the opening ceremony

together with Paralympic flame

° extensive consultation for future sports
exchanges
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First ever Joint Training

»To prepare for Indonesia 2018
»Total of 41delegation in Athletics,
Table Tennis and Swimming

° Conducted at China Disability Sports
Training Center in Beijing

° To balance sports performance and
identify sports class for DPRK side

° Agreement on joint parade, uniform,
unified flag, anthem and detailed
operation plan for joint participation

° Introduce new para sports to DPRK

Indonesia 2018 APG
First Joint participation
»Full support of APC

& > Joint parade and unified team

° Joint parade with unified flag symbolizing,
“We are One"

° Decision made in last minute; intense joint
training session in Indonesia

° First ever medals won by unified team
(Silver for Table Tennis / Bronze for Swimming)

° Positive feedback on joint participation
of Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games

° Unprecedented media and public attention
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Evaluation '

1) Success

+ First ever joint parade and successful operation of unified team
+ Information analysis on NPC DPRK's structure, status and performance level of athletes
+ Identified strong will for joint participation to Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games

+ Identified determination of international bodies to support joint participation

2) Limitation

« Temporary exchanges, difficulties in forming regular exchange program
X International tension and political tension in Korean peninsula
+ Talks led by the Government, difficulties having direct communication with sports bodies

+ Limited resources, discrepancy in competitiveness, structure, and environment

X Need to strengthen basic infrastructure sports program, equipment and facilities

> Support of neighboring countries, such as China and Japan
> Financial stability in cooperation with international
cooperation agency, UN and other ODA entities(KOICA)

> Isolate political environment and promote peace and

inclusion through para sports activities

> Strengthen role of IPC, APC and other international bodies !

> Focus on promoting rights of persons with disability and
peace through para sports activities
> Create a norm that para support is part of humanitarian

cause
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Peace in
) PyeongChang
East Asia 2018
Paralympics \

Tokyo 2020
Paralympics

Beijing 2022
Paralympics

Thank you
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DPRK’s Initial Report on the Implementation of
the CRPD and Ways to Promote the Rights of
People with Disabilities

Lee, Kyu—-Chang
(Senior Research Fellow of KINU)

In December 2018, the DPRK submitted its Initial Report on the

Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The
country submitted the report prior to the due date of January 6, 2019,
indicating its willingness to address the issue. This paper explore several
key characteristics from the perspective of international cooperation to

enhance the rights of people with disabilities in North Korea.

I . Characteristics from the Perspective of

International Cooperation

First, the Initial Report specifies the activities of the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the adoption of

some of the Rapporteur's recommendations. The Initial Report states the
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UN Special Rapporteur’s visit to North Korea on May 2017 (Paragraph 5). It
also stresses that ‘the DPRK, (..) in serious consideration of the
recommendations given by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities during her visit to the country, undertook a
comprehensive review of disability-related domestic laws (...)” and that it
‘has prepared draft amendments to several of them, which are in the
process of consideration.”(Paragraph 28 and 29.) Those paragraphs indicate
that cooperation with the UN Special Rapporteur is required to facilitate

the promotion of rights of people with disabilities in the DPRK.

Second, the Report reveals that disability policy in North Korea is being
executed in the form of the Action Plan and National Strategic Plan.
According to the Initial Report, Pyeongyang is implementing disability
policy under an Action Plan and National Strategic Plan. It had launched
and executed the Action Plan 2008-2010, Action Plan 2013-2015 and
Action Plan 2016. According to the Report, the National Strategy for the
Economic Development 2016-2020 is “also inclusive of persons with
disabilities.” In addition, the report specifies “currently, the National
Strategic Plan for the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
2018-2020 is under implementation.” (Paragraph 30.) It is necessary to
monitor how those Action Plans and National Strategic Plans are devise and
whether Pyeongyang will cooperate with the international community in the
process and to appreciate the concrete details of those Plans. The CRPD’s
review on the Initial Report is expected to provide such an opportunity. If
the DPRK is to establish new Action Plans and National Strategic Plans in
the future, it will be necessary to ensure that future Plans include measures
to promote the rights of North Korean residents with disabilities through
bilateral and multilateral dialogues on human rights and relevant technical

cooperation.
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Third, Pyeongyang expresses their areas of interest in the Report. The
Initial Report shows the North Korean regime's two priorities in enhancing
the rights of people with disabilities. One is the promotion of rights for
women with special needs. According to the Report, the DPRK has
Associations of Women with Disabilities, whose “main functions” are
“public awareness-raising, needs assessment, organization of economic,
sports and cultural activities of women with disabilities.” It suggests that
“capacity-building of the staff of these associations” is “a top priority.”
(Paragraph 43) The other area of interest is ‘ensuring them access,”
referred to as “one of the priorities.” (Paragraph 65.) This emphasis on
accessibility might be an implication of the 2017 visit by the UN Special
Rapporteur. In an event to share the results of her visit to Pyeongyang in
May 2017, Special Rapporteur Catalina Devandas-Aguilar said that the
DPRK lacked infrastructure for persons with disabilities and most social
infrastructure was inaccessible to them.! She pointed out that inaccessible
residential buildings, environmental barriers and limited access to public
transport were all serious challenges to people with disabilities who are

entitled to live an independent life and engage in every aspect of life.2)

Fourth, the Report admits some of the shortcomings, a rare move for
Pyeongyang. The Initial Report is exceptional in that the North Korean
regime acknowledges where it is lacking to enhance the rights of its people
with physical impairments or mental support needs. One of the two
challenges admitted is accessibility. The Report’s authors concede that “in
the light of the requirements of the CRPD”, the relevant international

standards—"a lot of work needs to be done to facilitate accessibility of

1) “UN Special Rapporteur: Most Social Infrastructure Is Inaccessible to People with
Disabilities”, Voice of America <https://www.voakorea.com/a/4231696.html) (Published
on January 31, 2018).

2) Ibid
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persons with disabilities to physical environment.” (Paragraph 76) The other
issue is ensuring people with disabilities to lead community life. The Report
admits that “standardization of the Korean sign language is yet to be
perfected, and public service establishments have difficulties in providing
satisfactory services to deaf persons due to communication problems and
are not equipped with enough facilities to accommodate the needs of blind

persons.” (Paragraph 118)

Fifth, the DPRK appears open to international cooperation and
dissatisfied with sanctions imposed on them in the Report. The Initial
Report gives weight to how Pyeongyang has cooperated with the
international community to uphold the rights of its people with special
needs (Paragraph 199 to 204). In the 2014 Report of the DPRK Association
for Human Rights Studies, the regime declared its commitment to faithfully
complying with obligations under international human right treaties and to
engaging in dialogue and cooperation with the international community to
fulfill the goals.3 However, Pyeongyang argued in the Initial Report that
“efforts of the DPRK for the protection and promotion of the rights of
persons with disabilities and its cooperation with international
organizations and foreign countries are facing great challenges due to the

unjustifiable UNSC sanctions against the DPRK.” (Paragraph 205)

3) DPRK Association for Human Rights Studies, Report of the DPRK Association for
Human Rights Studies, (Pyeongyang: DPRK Association for Human Rights Studies,
2014), pp. 81.
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I. Ways to Promote the Rights of People with
Disabilities in the DPRK

Today, the concept of human rights is no longer limited to the narrow
traditional definition. In fact, it is expanding to pursue peace and
development in a comprehensive manner. As for development, development
cooperation circles across the world are increasingly focusing on
capacity-building and knowledge-sharing through technical cooperation
such as education, training and know-how sharing. The CRPD appears to
support this approach. Stating bilateral cooperation, multilateral cooperation
and cooperation through private institutions as three forms of development
cooperation, the CRPD points out that development cooperation (international
cooperation being “inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities”),
capacity-building (“facilitating and supporting capacity-building of those
persons’) and knowledge-sharing (“facilitating (...) access to scientific and
technical knowledge” and sharing of knowledge) are all in need (Article 32).

Several parts of the Initial Report indicate that the DPRK is aware of the
importance of development cooperation as a means to enhance the rights
of persons with physical impairments or mental support needs. The Report
states that “food security, public health, education, child protection and
disaster risk reduction” are all relevant to this issue in addition to the
narrowly defined human rights (Paragraph 200). It also says that “international
cooperation for the capacity-building of the staff of disability-specialized
organizations were proactively conducted.” (Paragraph 201.)

To improve human right conditions for people in North Korea including
those with disabilities, the outside world needs to start with bilateral and
multilateral dialogue in areas acceptable for the regime before expanding

the scope of cooperation. In this regard, priority areas and shortcomings
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mentioned in the Initial Report are noteworthy in their potential to become
a starting point for international development cooperation. To put it
another way, bilateral and multilateral human rights dialogue and technical

cooperation with the DPRK should concentrate on those issues.
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The Rights of Persons with Disabilities through
the leisure and sport

Kim, Mi-Yeon
(Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities(CRPD))

~ The Rights of Persons
with Disabilities through

the leisure and sport
MI YEON KIM

Member, Committee on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities
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Article 30 of CRPD

«What the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Saying...

1. An Equality basis with others

] cultural materials,
telews10n programmes, films, theatre
and other cultural activities, places for
cultural performances or services,
monuments and sites of national
cultural importance.
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1. An Equality basis with others

called alternate
formats, ways of presenting printed,
written, or visual material.

Braille, Large
Prmt Computer Files and Accessible 'Web
Content Audio, Audible announcements of
stops on public transit

2. States Parties shall take...

» Appropriate measures to have the
opportunity to develop and utilize their
creative, artistic and intellectual
potential, not only for their own
benefit, but also for the enrichment of
society.

Presentation and Panel Discussion_ Kim, Mi-Yeon 43



2. States Parties shall take...

, In accordance
with international law, to ensure that
laws protecting intellectual property
rights do not constitute an
unreasonable or discriminatory barrier
to access by persons with disabilities to
cultural materials.

2. States Parties shall take...

the

participation

have an opportunity to
organize, develop and participate in
disability-specific sporting and
recreational activities
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3. Persons with disabilities shall be...

to recognition and support of
their specific cultural and linguistic
identity, including sign languages and deaf
culture.

to participate on an equal basis
with others in recreational, leisure and
sporting activities.

3. Persons with disabilities shall be...

to services from
those involved in the organization of
recreational, tourism, leisure and
sporting activities.
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4. Children with Disabilities shall be...

have equal access with other children to

participation in play, recreation and
leisure and sporting activities, including
those activities in the school system.
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